
 

 

Admitting your pet for surgery 

 

We understand that if your pet is going to require surgery that 

this will be a stressful day for you. The information below may 

serve to answer some of your questions. 

Fasting: All surgery patients are required to be 

fasted prior to surgery. That means no solid food 

after 9pm the day before surgery. Water should 

never be withheld. 

Admission Information:       

           

     

Surgery patients are admitted between 7.30 – 9.00am 

Monday to Friday 

A contact phone number or multiple numbers for the day – It is 

vital we are able to contact you. 

Medication names that your pet may currently be taking 

When will the surgery be performed? 

It is not possible for us to give you an exact time when you pet will 

be operated on. The theatre nurses and vets will schedule the 

order of surgeries according to urgency, length of procedure 

and sterility factors. 

What happens in a general anaesthetic? 

 All surgeries start with a “premed”. This is an injection that 

contains drugs that provide pain relief and relieve anxiety. Pain 

relief works better if given before and during surgery and pre-

meds greatly reduce the amount of anaesthetic we need to use. 

This makes the anaesthetic safer. 

 The full or general anaesthetic starts with an injection that 

allows us to place a breathing tube. Then the anaesthetic is 

maintained with a gas delivered by the breathing tube. Gas 

anaesthetics (Isoflurane in our clinic) are considered the 

safest option in most surgeries and allow quick recovery. 



 During anaesthesia, we can monitor heart rate, breathing rate, 

the amount of oxygen dissolved in the blood, and the electrical 

activity in the heart (ECG). 

 After surgery, once safe, the breathing tube is removed and you 

pet monitored by a nurse until fully recovered. You may see an 

occasional cough over the next 24 hours caused from 

irritation associated with the breathing tube. 

Discharge: 

The nurses together with the veterinarians assess when a patient 

can be discharged. Generally the patient needs to be able to walk 

with assistance. If a patient is taking a long time to recover, or 

surgery has been performed later in the day it may be advised that 

they should stay overnight. 

 

 

HAVING A PET IN HOSPITAL 

 

Having a pet admitted to hospital can be a stressful experience 

for owners. Our hospital has been set up to minimise the impact of 

separation. Just like human hospitals however, we need to insist 

on some rules so that the hospital can run effectively and we can 

get your pet home, where they belong. 

 

MORNING ROUNDS: 

 At the start of our clinic day the vet and nurse will review all in-

patients and will update your nominated contact person, it is 

important we are given a contact number that provides us with the 

best chance of catching you. The vet will discuss your pet’s 

progress, the day’s plan, and will up date you on test results. 

 

VISITING: 

You are always welcome to visit your pet in hospital. 

 

DURING THE DAY: 

 During the day your pet is monitored by the nurses, who report to 

our vets. 

 

EVENING: 

At the close of our clinic day the vet and nurse will again review 

all in-patients; our veterinarians discuss options together, for 

their patients. 

We have a nurse that lives at the clinic and checks our in-patients 

overnight when required. 

 

 

 

 



DOGGIE – DID YOU KNOW                                                

 

Your dog’s most important senses are 

smell and hearing 

 

Smell: 1 million times more efficient 

than in humans, can detect underground 

gas leaks, and drugs wrapped in 27 layers of polythene. 

 

Hearing: Up to 20 metres away, capable of detecting 

differences in car sounds, people’s footsteps and are 

extremely receptive to our body language and the body 

language of other dogs. 

 

Sight: Are the actually colour blind? 

Similar range of colours as people who are red/green 

colour blind. Green, yellow, red and orange all appear as 

shades of yellow. They can see violet, indigo and blue 

clearly. Imagine how difficult it is for your dog to see a 

yellow ball on the green lawn! 

 

      

DANGERS IN THE GARDEN                                                                                                                         

  There are many plants commonly    

  found in home gardens which  

  could prove lethal to dogs  

  especially to puppies (who chew  

  everything) – not to mention  

  yourself and your children.  

 

 

Below is a list of some of those plants. 

Azalea (entire plant): Paralysis of the muscles, including the 

heart. Depression of the central nervous system. Sometimes 

fatal. 

Bird of Paradise (seed pods): Nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea. 

Daffodil (Bulb):  Severe vomiting and diarrhoea, trembling, 

convulsions and sometimes death. 

Daphne (Entire Plant): Burning and ulceration of stomach and 

intestines, bloody vomiting and diarrhoea. 

Poinsettia (leaves and stems): Diarrhoea, abdominal cramps and 

delirium. Sap can cause skin irritation and if rubbed in eyes, 

blindness. 

Rhubarb (leaves): Vomiting, severe abdominal pain, muscle cramps 

and in large quantities, convulsions, coma and death.    

 



 

 

DOGS AND KIDS: MINIMISING THE RISK 

OF BITES 

 

 

Did you know that one third of all dog bites 

involve children under the age of 14 years? 

This is a timely reminder to take care; below 

are some tips to help minimize the risk. 

 

 

 Supervise - put your dog out of the room if unable to supervise 

the children and the dog at the same time. Reward your child 

and dog for playing quietly when you are present. 

 

 Play - bites often occur when a child is rough or unrelenting, 

teach your children to never hurt or tease or be over excited 

around the dog. 

 

 Sleeping Dogs - never approach a sleeping dog as they may act 

defensively if woken, it is best to call the dog from a distance. 

 

 Feeding – make this an adult’s only activity and teach your kids 

to never approach a dog that is eating. 

 

 Behavioural traits – Teach your children to recognise the 

signs that a dog may feel  threatened; growling, lifting lips, hair 

raised on back.. 

 

 Approaching – teach your children never to approach a 

strange dog and always ask an owner it is safe to pat their dog. 

 

 

 

Remember Bannockburn Veterinary Clinic conducts 

Puppy Pre-School and K9 Good Manners on a regular 

basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheers from the team at Bannockburn veterinary clinic 

 


